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hurch of England's Apology 
FOR THE 
Principles of the preſent Diſſenters, &c. 


| UR excellent Mother, the Epiſ- 
1 copal Church of England, having 
x injoyn'd.us to make it our daily 
Prayer, That all who profeſs and call them 
lues Chriſtians, may hold the Faith in 
F nity of Spirit, and in the bond of Peace; 
ind our gractous Sovereign, the Defen- 
Der of our Faith, and Repairer of our 
reaches, having * publickly recom- 
mended to the whole Nation 2% /ireng- 
Fhening of the Proteſtant Intereſtat Home, 
F hich can never be happily effected with- 
Put Brotherly Love and good Agreement, 
por that Love and Concord eſtabliſhed, 
Fill certain inveterate Sores are heal'd and 
 Frejudices removed: It becomes every 
Fncere Lover of his Religion and Country 
0 contribute his utmoſt Endeavours to- 
3 1 Az >. .: "Wards 
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3 * King's Jeech ro the Parliament, Novemb. 21. 1917. 
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wards an End ſo ad vantageous to both, 
and which has ever been the Wiſh of all 
good Men; but never ſo much thei 
Hopes as now. g 
The Prejudices which divide and ſepa; 
rate us one from another, have ariſen 
from ſome differing Principles and Opini! 
ons relating to the Government both in 
Church and State. . 8 
In the XVth Century, when the Chri- 
ſtian Religion began to recover it ſelf 
out of thoſe Errors, with which Popery 
had infected and almoſt deſtroyed it, the 
Reformation of it was begun and carried? 
on by various Means, according as Provis 
dential Circumſtances concurr'd - In Ger 
many by Luther, Melanfthon, &c. In 
Switzerland by Zuinglius: In Geneva, 
France, and the Low-Countreys by Cal. 
vin and Beza: In Swedeland, by Olaus! 
Petri and Laurence Andrews In Deu. | 
mark by Bugheuhagius: Amongſt us by,: 
the ſupream Authority of our whole 
Government, our King, Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled. . 8 | 

© c 

I 

t 

1 


ah. Han KnaK was ODQ Vow 


All theſe Reformers agreed to build 
upon one and the ſame Foundation, re. 
ſolving to hold nothing as an Article of 

Faith, or neceſſary to everlaſting Salva- 

tion, but what might be clearly moves * 

. rom 


„from Canonical Scripture; ſo that they 
ig were firmly united in the Eſſentials of 
i Communion, and equally ſound and Or- 
thodox Chriſtians; and only took the li- 
berty to differ(in ſuch Points as on all ſides 
were ever allow'd to be variable without 
breach of Catholick Communion) in the 
outward Polity and Government of their 
Churches, according as the Circumſtan- 
ces of their Countreys wou'd admit, and 
as wou'd beſt comport with their reſpe- 
Rive civil Governments. RN 
he In England the Reformation proceeding 
ede by publick Authority of the Legiflature, 
of whfich the Biſhops are a conſiderable 
part, the old Form of Church Govern- 
ment was continued, in Dioceſan Epiſco- 
pacy, Deans and Chapters, Arch-Dea- 
cons, Spiritual Courts, G. 

$ - But Luther being but an inferior 
I Prieſt, and having no Concurrence of 
any Biſhop to his Reformation, reſolv'd 
to follow the Plan of the ancient Alex- 
andrian Church, to be ſeen in Mr. Se. 
2 dens Eutychins, which was, that Preſ- 
Z byters ſhou'd create their own Biſhops, 
or Ouperintendents, And this Presbyte- 
A rial-Epiſcopacy obtains at this day in all 
the Reformed Churches of Germany, 
3 Denmark, and Swedeland. And after- 
3 wards when Herman de Weiden, Arch- 
From Biſhop 


1 


Biſhop and Klector of Cology, became 


ſo zealous a Reformer, that he ſent for 
Bucer, Melancthon, Piſtorius, and o- 
ther great Proteſtant Miniſters to preach 
in his Dioceſe; yet neither they, nor 
any other Proteſtant Student, young or 
old, ever applied to this venerable Pre- 
late for Ordination or Miſſion. 

Indeed Luther and Calvin, and all 


the foreign Reformers to a Man, diſ- 


claim'd all Pretenſions to Epiſcopal Or- 
dination and uninterrupted Succeſſion, 
not only as unneceſſary, but as prejudi- 
cial to their Work. Otherwiſe it was 
eaſie enough to have perpetuated Epiſ- 
copacy among them, as well by the 
hands of the Arch-Biſhop of Cology, and 
the two Vergerii, Brothers, and Italian 


Biſhops, who abandon'd the Church of ] 


Rome, and joyn'd themſelves to the Pro- 
teſtants of Switzerland; as alſo by two 
Engliſh Proteſtant Prelates, if not more, 


viz. William Barlow made Biſhop of © 
St. A/aph in Henry VIIPs,and Miles Co- 
verdele who had been regularly or- 
dain'd in K. Edward's Reign, and fled 3 
from Q. Mary's Perſecution to the fo- it. 


reign Churches, and reſided ſome Years 


amongſt them; yet none of their Mini- & 
ſters ever defired any farther Canonical 
Ordination or regular Miſſion from 

| them, F 


1 
them, though. they own'd them as Or- 
* thodox, and treated them with all due 
Reſpect and brotherly Love. | 


* n 


Neither on the other hand did ours e- 
ver offer it, or perſuade them of the Ne- 

ceſſity of it; but rather ſeem, by what 

we read of them in Hiſtory, to have 
lean'd to the foreign Scheme, and paid 
ſuch a deference to their German and 
French Brethren, that they conſulted 
them, and acted by their Advice and 
Judgment in difficult matters; and did 
Zin a manner ask their leave to wear 
Ithe Habits of the Epiſcopal Order and 
—_ 7. 1 5 
: So far were ours from queſtioning the 
T 


alidity of their Orders and Admini- 
Mrations, that they conſtantly aſſerted 
| FShem againſt all Oppoſition, and gladly 
- KFommunicated with them in whatever 


aL 


Material difference. 


Even in the Reign of K. Henry VIII. 
W was reſolved, at the demand of that 
4 s. 
See ſeveral Letters on that Subject between Biſhop Jewel, 


ep Hooper, and others, and Bullinger, Pet. Martvr, Gualter, 
„ te end of Biſhop Burnet's II and 111 Vol. Hiſt, Reforer. 


Dureſine, Carlile, and Hereford ; Do- 


_ « Office in the beginning of Chriſt's 
c“ them, and the People by their Ele- 
* Scripture, but that Appointment to 
on ſundry occaſions. f Arch-BiſhopÞ 


ters to be valid. Mr. Hooker in his Diſ- 


againſt his Orders which he receiv'd ai 


Wy 
King, * by the wiſeſt and beſt Biſhops 
and Clergy, v:z. the Arch-Biſhops of 
Canterbury (Cranmer) and Tork, the 
Biſhops of St. Davids, Weſtminſler, 
ctors Cox, Treſham, Leighton, * 
Symmons, Redmayn, Robertſon, Coren, 
Edgworth, © That Biſhops and Priefts 
« were no two things, but both one 


» Religion; that Princes and Gover- 
& nours by the Authority committed to ſþ 


c ction, may make Biſhops'; That they 
« need no Conſecration, according to 


c their Office is ſufficient. 
According to theſe Reſolutions ma- 
ny of our ſtricteſt Churchmen have acted 


Bancroft own'd Ordinations by Presby- 
putes with Mr. Travers, never objectec 


Geneva. Several famous foreign Presby 
terians, as Bucer, P. Martyr, Gc. have 
been invited hither, by our Princes and 
Biſhops, and imploy'd in the Service 
1 . 8 


* See Appendix to Biſhop Burnet's Hiſt, Part J. p. 22; 
+ Spotſwood's Hiſt, p. 514. 
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of our Church, and rewarded with Ec- 
leſiaſtical Dignities At the Reſtoration 
f King Charles Il, the Presbyterian 

lergy were * allow'd to continue in 
heir, Livings without Reordination, if 
hey conform'd to the Uſe of the Litur- 
py, as many of them did. Since that 
ime ſome few of our Clergy have dif- 
uted the Validity of Presbyterian Or- 
ders; but our Biſhops, from the higheſt 
o the loweſt, have always allow'd them, 
as they do at this day, even then when 
hey write againſt them in other Points. 
itneſs one of the higheſt, who writ in 
Whe higheſt times, vzz. Dr. Hooper, then 
Dean of Canterbury, now Biſhop of 
bath and Wells, in his Vindication of the 
hurch of England from the Imputation 
pf Popery : F Where ſpeaking of the 
opſWreat Temper and Conduct of our Eng- 
% Reformers with reſpe& to others, he 
as theſe remarkable Words. There 

© was a conſideration of the Lutheran 
Church, a chief regard was to be had 
* to her, and the upper hand of Fellow- 
* ſhip given, as to the Elder Sifter. She 
* firſt had proteſted againſt the Romiſh 
| SR ; . Con- 


— — — * 
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* See the Af for confirming and reſtoring of Mivifters Anno 12 
ar. II. cap. X VII. Fol. 1133. WY : | 
See Diſſenters Caſes, fol. p. 518. 


10 

Corruptions, ſtood the dangerou 
Shock of Papal Tyranny, and bold) 
© advanced the Reformation; which 
too ſhe planted wide, and ſettled in ver 
powerful Countries. This noble Exam 
* ple our firſt Reformers follow'd : Fron 
© them they learn'd to caſt off all Mo 
dern Uſurpation, and to reſtore ac 
* cording to the earlier Pattern; not 
taking our Copy indeed from theirs 
but from the ſame Ancient Original 
* though with ſome difference, yet with: 
near reſemblance. Our Epiſcopacy, by the 
* Piety of our Princes, was left more entire 
than with them in ſome places. The 
Doctrine of Con ſubſtantiation, whic 
« determines the Mode of Chriſt's rea 
* Preſence at the time of Participation 
we were not ſatisfied in: But yet as 
© they condemn'd the Idolatry and Su 
« perititions of the Romiſh Tranſubſlan 
fiation equally with us; ſo did wee 
«, qually with them adore the Myſtery of 
© the Holy Sacrament, and were ready 
to communicate on our Knees. 
At that time the other Proteſtant 
Church of Calvin's Model (that the 
© Reader may not think it forgot above 
Vas but juſt ſet up in the narrow Ter 
| „ kitor 
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"ul ritory of Geneva; and therefore indeed 


a not much conſider'd by our Refor- 


ich mers; only under their general Rule, 
er that as they begg'd leave in indifferent 
mW things to uſe their own Liberty, fo 
2nF they impos'd not on other Churches. 
lo By our leave therefore the Reformers 
ach of that Place might have us'd fewer 
108F Ceremonies, and thoſe of their- own n 
58 Invention, ſo they would be pleas'd not 
al to dictate their Regulations as neceſſary 
hi Rules to us : Nay, even there, where 
ha otherwiſe we might think they had 
Ir gone too far, the Neceſlity of their 
ha} Circumſtances might have pleaded for 


them, provided they preſcribed not 
their Orders and Diſcipline to Foreign 
« Countreys. Though therefore they 
had Abrogated Epiſcopacy, though 
Lay-Elders and Lay-Deacons were 


au Novelties in the Church of Chriſt, 
ei though a Liturgy of Prayers was want- 
ol ing, and they ſeem'd in ſeveral things 
dito Condemn the Ancient Church too 

© much; yet they were ſtill regarded by 
inc us as Brethren, their Correſpondence 
hq deſired, and Communion with them 
e meintain'd. Thus far this learned 
er Prelate; wherein he plainly ſhews it 
Jy 


was his Opinion, that our Epiſcopacy is 
> += Wa 


which amounts to a Denial of Presbyte- 


ſion; but they are rather Defenſive than 


EL PAS [ 1 2 
not at all neceſſary to the Being of a 
_ Chriſtian Church; and though he ſpeaks 


ſomething meaner (as the times then led er 
him to do) of Calviniſis than of Luthe. 


raus, yet he frankly profeſſes his Com- 
munion with them; wherein he has been 
ſo fortunate as to have the Suffrage of the 
renowned | Univerſity of Oxford in 2 
Letter to their Brethren of Geneva, in 
which the preſent worthy Bithop of Br:- 
ſtol had a principal hand. e 
And though the preſent Biſhop of Ban. 
gor and Dean of Peterborough have writ 
much more Copiouſly and Stre nuouſly 
for our Epiſcopal Conſtitution, againit 
the Oppoſition which Diſſenters make to 
it, than any hitherto mention'd; yet! 
don't remember any Paſſage in them 


8 


rian Ordinations. 5 

Me have indeed abundance of Tracts 
and Pamphlets in our Studies, againſt 
our Diſſenters of the Calviniſi Perſwa- 
Offenſive, eſpecially the more Aged of 
| ey them. 


=? . np 
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+ Prizted in Latin at Oxford, Anno Dom. 1707. Wherein 
they ſpeak thus: Alieniſſimum eſt à noſtra charitate Eccleſias | 
illas Refor mata damnare: a judicio hoc de Eccleſia veſtra 
terendo longe ſemper abfuerunt è Theologis noſtris celeberrimi, 
qui peregre commorantes ſacris veſtris lubenter inter fuerunt. 
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them. The vaſt Encreaſe of theſe Diſſen- 
ters amongſt us, and their Attempts to 
erect their own Diſcipline into the Nati- 
onal Church, have occaſion'd them. Con- 
cerning which the foremention'd Biſhop 
Hooper writes thus. When the Neigh- 
© bourhood of Geneva had, with the Do- 
© Qrine of the Reformation, carried this 
« peculiar Diſcipline into France, it be- 
gan thence to come over hither as a 
Mode, and to take, it may be, the 
* more becauſe it was new. And then it 
« was urged, not as convenient to the 
© circumſtances of a little Town, or of 
a ſcatter'd diſtreſſed People under Po- 
piſh Biſhops, but as neceſſary to all that 
© profeſs'd the Purity of the Goſpel: 
* And it was given out to be as fitto re- 
form from us to them, as it was be- 
fore from the Pope to us.“ Thus he. 
ts But certainly it is as old here, as our 
{t Reformation, and is derived down to us 
a- Mfrom many of our own Learned Clergy, 
in Jour very Biſhops not excepted, who 
of were determin'd to their Epiſcopacy ra- 
[ther by the Authority of the State, than 
their own Choice. It was with difficulty 
kept under in the Reign of Q. Z/:zaberh. 
t grew ſtronger under K. James |. and 
about the middle of his Son's 8 
n | 


Ei 


find in the two Houſes of Parliament 


a conſiderable Majority of ſuch as were 


either profeſſedly of this way, or elſe 
highly favour'd it. £ $0 

It was the fortune of the Court at this 
time to be ſuſpected of a vehement In- 


clination to Popery and Arbitrary Po. 


er. And though the King himſelf was both a 
ſound Proteſtant, and a gracious Gover- 
nour, yet his Queen's, and ſeveral of his 
own Officers gave too much occaſion for 


ſuck Suſpicions. This mightily recom- 
mended the Caluini/ts Scheme to all but 
the Court-Party, it being the Notorious | 


Maxim of their Founders, That Subjects 


have a Right, without, and even contras- | 


ry to the Command of their King, to vin- 


aicate their Religion and Liberty by Force | 


and Arms. On the contrary, the Biſhops, 


who were made by the Court, and there- } 


fore in reaſon more addicted to it, taught 
that Subjects were bound to yield a w1l- 
ling, or at leaſt a patient Submiſſion to 
the Royal Authority in all things. And 
they being of the King's Council, and in 


greateſt Credit with him, and perſwad- 


ing him that his People would practiſe 
their Doctrine, made him leſs ſollicitous 


to ſatisfie their Complaints and Grievan- | 


ces. But they fail'd of incuicating this 


Doctrine. 


[ 25 ] 
Doctrine upon the Populace, by frequent 
Preaching and hoſpitable Living among 
them; but kept much at Court, under 
the Influence of the Royal Favour, and 
drew an immenſe load of Envy upon 
themſelves by getting into the higheſt. 
Secular Offices, ſuch as that of Chancellor 
and Treaſurer, by Exerciſing the High 
Commiſſion, republiſhing 'the Book of 
Sports on Sundays, aſſerting an unlimited 
Power in the Crown, and the like. 
Hence we find ſo many ſevere things 
ſaid of them by their beſt Friends, the 
Lord Clarendon, Digby, Falkland, &c. 
the laſt of whom, in a * Speech in the 
,- & Houſe of Commons, declared, that 
be muſt be either very unacquainted 
with the Affairs of the Nation, or very 
„, diſingenuous, who did not know and 
- acknowledge the Biſhops and their 
T © Adherents to have been the Authors 
1- © of great Oppreſſions both in Religion 
© and Liberty.“ Inſomuch that there 
grew an Univerſal Diſaffection through- 
out the Nationto them and their whole 
Church and Conſtitution ; Lampoons 
were writ, and Indignities and ION 
Ca 


— 0 
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* See this, Lord Digby's, and others Speeches about Biſhops, Feb. 
9. 1640. in Ruſhwotth Part III. Vol. I. p. 184. | 


be al 21 0nd yy grew ſo ſtrong, that 


Branch of the Solemn League and Cove- 
nan, in theſe Words; e will without 


* 


+ Deacons, and all other Eccleſiaftical Of- 
ficers depending on that Hierarchy. The 


* 


16 
caſt upon them, and ſometimes they 
were openly inſulted, without redreſs; 
Impeachments were preferr'd againſt them 
in Parliament, and ſcarce any Advocate 
of Intereſt or Ability appear d for them. 


a formidable Body of the Citizens of 
London preſented a Petition to the 
Parliament, that Church-Government 
by Biſhops, with all its Dependencies, 
Roots and Branches, might be aboliſhed, 


and all Laws in their behalf made void. Na: 
This was follow'd by ſeveral others of 
the like Nature from other great Cities 


and Towns : And at laſt madethe chief 


reſpett of Perſons, endeavour the Extir- 


pation of Popery, Prelacy, that is, 


Church Government by Arch-Biſhops, 


Biſhops, their Chancellors and Commiſſa- 
ries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Arch- 


utter Exciſion of all theſe was + vow'd 

and ſworn to by the Lords and Com- 

mons at Weſiminſter, the City of a 
| * 7M 


— 


* n December 11, 1640. + Sept, 25. 1643, 
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others, Military and Civil, who adhe- 
red to them; the Deſign was purſu'd by 
a long Deſtructive War, the Manage- 
ment of which coming by Degrees into 
the hands of aſpiring, and ſelf-deſigning 
Men, They contrary to the expreſs Ler- 
ter of the Covenant it ſelf, and the In- 
tention of thoſe who now enter'd into 
t, concluded the Tragedy with Sacri- 
cing the Precious Life of the King to 
their own Ambition and the old Con- 
Wiltution. Sp 
The Presbyterians obſerv'd the Ap- 
proaching of this Cataſlrophe with the 


theLawfulneſs of defending their Reli- 


» Wencer'd into their Thoughts, And there- 
fore when Preparations were making for 


of Zealous Proteſtations againſt it. No 


© Sacred and Inviolable Gbligation of the 


2 1 | C : WM to 
d P 
januar . 18, 1648. See Collier's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Vel. 
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und all the vaſt Numbers of Officers and 


tmoſt Abhorrence. Though they held 
gion and Liberty with Force and Arms, 
yet this black and diſmal Scene never 
Ihe King's Tryal, they deliver'd “ a 
A Remonſtrance to General Fairfax, full 


4 (Men could more honeſtly inſiſt on * the 


„ Oaths they had taken at ſeveral times, 


; 
4 
4 
| 
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todiſtinguiſh between God's Permiſſion | 
and Approbation whoſe ſevereſt Judg- 
ment it is, to ſuffer Men to proſper in 


and was contrary to the Doctrine of 
all Proteſtant Divines both at home and 
abroad, who Unanimouſly deteſt the 


[ 18] 


to maintain and defend the King's Per- 


ſon, Honour, and Eſtate with their 


Lives and Fortunes. No Epiſcopal Di- 


vines ever apply'd Scripture to this 
purpoſe more boldly and home, ſhew- 
ing how ſtrictly it enjoyns Obedience 


to Government, how fearfully Corah, 


Dathan, and Abiram were deſtroy'd | 
for a Tranſgreſſion of this kind; how 


Fallacious it is to infer the Juſtice of 
their Proceedings from Succeſs,and not 


Wicked Courſes, That this would 
bring their Religion into Contempt, 


"a. mm @ a «a © o&- 


Murdering of Kings upon any ſpecious . 


Pretences whatever. 


They confute the Plea ofthe Tryers, ; 
that their Proceedings to cut off the 
King were neceſſary: Affirming that | 
no Neceſſity can oblige a Man to Sin: 
That God ſtands in no need of our | 


Wickedneſs to govern the World, and 


to execute his Pleaſure - That this Plea | 
of Neceſlity is of leſsgW eight in the | 
C preſent Caſe, deen 


tis . the 
Ende 1 


_ = 
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ee e 
© Ends aim'd at, are no more juſtifiable 
© than the Means; and farther, that the 
« Neceſlity inſiſted on, is no better than 
„ pretended, and the Conſequence of 
© their own Miſcarriage. They conclude 


WF ſelves, and learn their Duty from John 
W< Baptiſts Advice, To do Violence to no 

Man. After this they make no Scruple 
to tell them, that if they perſiſt in 


them out. 


le jd „ 2 „ yy . e Wa 68 03 8 


ble“ Writer) was handſome, plain- 
dealing. Twas a bold Reprimand of 
F a Vicorious Army, and expoſed their 


d 


WO 


Nine Miniſters, in which they Diſclaim 
and Deteſt the Proceedings of the Re- 
1 | 
r & The King in his laſt Speech upon the 
] Scaffold, as he clears himſelf of the Guilt 
a Jof thoſe Enormous Crimes for which 
e 
N 
< 


Ihe was brought@hither, ſo he profeſſes 


2 


8 * ; 8 1 5 1 
Cy 


„with exhorting them to recover them- 


their Proceedings, their Sin will find 


This Addreſs (ſays an unexceptiona- 


Villany with Advantage enough. And 
when thoſe who ſign'd it (who were 
Forty Seven Miniſters) could not pre- 
F vail to ſave the King's Life, they pub- 
F liſhed another Paper, ſign'd by Fifty 


* Collier ibid. 


i} 


he willnot Charge it on the two Houſes of 
Parliament, that is, on the governing 
Men of the Presbyterian Party and theitf 
Favourers, who had fill'd thoſe Houſes 
in the beginning and middle of the Trou 
bles He believ'd 2/1 Inſfruments between 
them had been the cauſe of all the Blood 
ſhed. And indeed this ſeems to have 
been the Opinion of his Son at his Re. 
ſtoration, when inſtead of ſetting hig 
Foot on the Necks of thoſe who had an 
eminent ſhare in the Oppoſition that had 
been made to the Church. and Crown 
as he might have done with the greate{i 
Advantage, he appointed ſeveral of thell 
to ſit * in judgment upon the Re ezicid | 
and afterwards rais'd them to the highe 

Honours and Offices in his n 
Inſomuch that the Epiſcopal Party, who 
had ſuffer'd with him and for him, made 
loud Complaints of it, and begun to 
change Sides about it, though many off 
them had little more Merit to plead, chanſ 
bare Paſſive Obedience and Non Reſi- 
ſtance. Burl do not remember any Pub-. 
lick Act of thoſe times, either in Church 
or State, that has ſet any Mark of Infa- 


my upon the Body of the Presbyter fu 


F mo ome GER" OE. 


———_—_ 
6 — * — 


* See Tryal of the Regicides, at the beginning. £C 


e a 

for what had paſs'd. The Office for the 
birtieth of Fanuary, bewails the Bar- 
parous Uſage and Murder of the King; 
but the Presbyterians had done the ſame 
long before, when it was much more dan- 


WPresbyterians did more, they were the 
Prime Inſtruments in bringing it about. 
If their active Zeal had not been joyn'd 
to the Wiſhes and Prayers of others, the 


how long, we know not. I herefore it 


of Infamy had been ſet upon them. A- 
greeable to the Clergy's Conduct herein, 


11. the King, Lords, and Commons have 
100 declared, that this Murder was Com- 
de © mitted by a few Miſcreants, as far from 
toßß being true Proteſtants, as they were 
of from being true Subjects; who found 
an it neceſſary, in order to the carrying on 
ſi⸗ © their Pernicious and Traiterous Deſigns, 
b - to throw down all the Bulwarks and 
:hiY < Fences of Law, and to ſubvert the very 
a-W « Being and Conſtitution of Parliament, 
w $ © that 


——_—_— 


— 


= chap, xxx. fol. 1156, 


gerous to doit. That for the Twenty _ 
Ninth of May thankfully commemorates 
the Bleſſings of the Reſtoration: But the 


Bleſſings muſt have been defer'd, and 
had been ſtrange, if any Publick Note 


* See the AG for Artainder of the Rezicides, Anno 12. Car. N 


. 
N 
i 
' 
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[22] 1 
c that ſo they might at laſt make their te 
way open for any further Attempts up- ot 
on the Sacred Perſon of his Majeſty Rei 
.< himſelf: And that for the more eaſie Par 
effecting thereof, they did firſt ſeduceſng 
© fome part of the then Army into af 
Compliance, and then kept the reſiny 
in Subjection to them, partly for hopes hir 
* of Preferment, and chiefly for fear of pit 

< loſing their Imployments and Arrears, 
until by theſe, and other more Odious 
Arts and Devices, they had fully 
« {trengthen'd themſelves both in Power 
and Faction; which being done, they did 
« declare againſt all manner of Treaties 
with the Perſon of the King, even then 
© while a Treaty, by Advice of both 
< Houſes of Parliament, was in being, 
< Remonſtrate againſt the Houſes of Par- 
© liament for ſuch Proceedings, ſeize up- 
© on his Royal Perſon, while the Com- 
< miſlioners were return'd to the Houſe | 
of Parliament with his Anſwer: And 
< when his Conceſſions had been Voted | 
© a Ground for Peace, ſeize upon the | 
£ Houſe of Commons, ſeclude and Im- 
« priſon ſome Members, force out others; | 
and there being left but a ſmall Rem: | 
* nant of their own Creatures, not a 
+ Tenth part of the whole) did ſeek to 
1 Ov - .- 9 Welter 


7 . 
ſhelter themſelves by this weak Pre- 
tence, under the Name and Authority 
of a Parliament.“ Now this is all full of 
Reſpect and Humanity, towards the 
eparliament and Commiſſioners for Treat- 
eng a Peace with the King, notwithſtand- 
ang they were all Eminent Presbyterians; 
Iny one that reads or hears this, would 
Wink they had been Fellow-ſufferers 
ith their King, rather than in any ill 
erms with him: And ſo indeed they 
Were at laſt, however unhappily divided 
Wy former Miſunderſtandings. 
No leſs courteous and reſpectful have 
W! their Grave, Learned, and Sober An- 
es goniſts been, from * Mr. Hooker to 
n We Authors of the Tracts call'd Diſſen- 
th ers Caſes. They Addreſs to them, not 
g they do to thoſe of the Romeſb Com- 
Punion, or to Men infected with Dam- 
ble Hereſies; bur as to their dear Bre- 
ren in Chriſt, Men of the ſame ſound 
Waith and Principles with themſelves, and 
Wly differing in matters of External Diſ- 
pline ; to which they labour to Re- 
2 Wncile them, not by Reproaches, but 
Calm and Compaſſionate Re ſonings; 
which ifthey do not ſucceed, they pro- 
Mo nounce 


— 


| 


2 


Ses bis Preface to his Ecclęſcaſt ical Polity. 


EY 
nounce no Damnatory Sentences upon 
them, as not intending to Arraign their 
Principles, but only to juſtifie thoſe 
things in the Eſtabliſhed Church, which 
are the grounds of their Separation. 

_ - Great Endeavours have been uſed to 
repreſent the Presbyterians as EnemiesWie 
to Monarchical Government; which 15 
very hard Meaſure, after they have ſig- 
naliz'd themſelves more for the Preſerv 
ing of one King, and the Reſtoring of 
another, than any of that Side who make 
the Objection. Their Comfort is, thay 
the Government has no ſuch Opinio 
of them, nor has had for many Vearg 
paſt: To an Abſolute, Unlimited, Arbi 
trary Monarchy they have always beer 
Enemies, and always profeſs'd themſelveyi 
ſuch from firſt to laſt, notwithſtanding 
the Dangers and Puniſhments which havg 
befallen them for ſo doing. And if inf 
oppoſing ſome Mens Deſigns in erecting 
ſuch a Monarchy, they have been abus 
by ſome ill-meaning Leaders, and ſeen 
their Attempts carried beyond what they 
wiſh'd and propos'd; this is no mor 
than what any Party of Men are liable to] 
As ſoon as they have diſcover'd the deptll 
of Iniquity, they have retreated, ani 
when they could not with-hold the. ny bf 
RY 1 


ave boldly; charged it home upon iheit 


ir onſeiences, a8 before. en 12 M0, DOOQY 
ſe But in a juſt, rational; and limited 


onbarchy, where the Royal Preroga- 
ive is kept within its due Bounds, and 
he Proteſtant Religion, with the Liber- 
Dies and Properties of the Subject are 
Waintain'd, there both their Dactrines 
each them, and their Inclinations lead 
em to pay a ready Obedience to the 
zoyal Authority. Witneſs their Beha⸗ 
jour ſince the Revolution, which has 


zalfheen eminently Loyal agg Well- affected 
ono che Crown, even in e Judgment of 
urheir greateſt Adverſaries; althotighthey. 


ave only had the Exerciſe of their Re- 
gion in Safety, and {till labour'd under 
Whoſe Reſtraints, which have always de- 
ng Parr'd them from ſharing with their Fel- 
You: Subjects in the Publick O ces and 
in Pignities of their Country in Church and 
tate. In this Depreſſed and Neglected 
tate they have loſt no Opportunity of 
Werving their Prince to the utmoſt that 
ir: Eſtates and Stations would permit; 
ey have been Vigilant for his Safety, 
Jealous and Apprehenſive of any Deſigns 
Wgainft him, forward to prevent the ill 
Effects of them, and heartily thankful 


4 


rer Frecy ang det has ſucceeded pro- 
ay , 


ns 


„Idas 

ſperouſly to the Royal Family. Which 
good Affections ſome who enjoy the Ho- 
nours and Preferments, cannot boaſt of 

But to avoid Compariſons and Refle. 
ctions, the Presbyterians are now perfed! 
Conformiſts to the Civil Government. 
not through any Change in them, bu 
through the Goodneſs of the Prince and 
Parliament, who have ſeen fit, for the 
Security of Religion and Liberty, to E. 
nact a Law upon their Principle, and 
to Annul ſuch Acts and Oaths as were 
repugnant to i They have the Satis. 
faction to ſee tir Brethren of the Epiſ. 
copal Church brought to an Agreement 
with them in their Meaſures of Obedi- 
ence, about which they have had ſuch 
long and ſharp Diſputes, occaſion'd more 
by the Temper of former times, than 
by the Nature and Reaſon of the thing, 
which was always the ſame : To fee the 
whole Nation. Men of all Conditions 
and Perſwaſions (except an inconſide . 
rable few) Unanimouſly ſettled upon the 
ſame Foundation. They are proud to 
be ſo juſtified in their Sentiments, and 
aa Wl ora as af AN 


* 


+ See an Aff declaring rhe Rights and Liberties of the Saad. I f 
A ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown, Anno primo Guil. & P 
Aer, gels. IL cap. II. 1 1 


Fre now as great Royaliſts as ever their 
Antagoniſts were. None ever took the 
Paths to Prince more willingly, or ob- 
Jerv'd them more faithfullx. 
And now fince theſe Men are no lon- 
Wer Separatiſts from the State, but moſt 
earty for the Welfare and Intereſts of 
St, as now Eſtabliſhed ; pity it is, they 
ould be held by ſome Religious Re- 

raints from a Capacity to exert them- 
elves in its Service, and partake of the 
Advantages and Rewards of it in common 
.cWvith others. But this too is to be done 
y the ſame Power and Way as the for- 
wer. For the King and Parliament, who 
ave accommodated the Laws of the 
State, as to the Supreme Government, 
ro their entire Eaſe and Satisfaction, have 
the ſole Power of making the ſame Ac- 


ch 


; 


be ommodation in Eccleſiaſtical Matters. 
It is an Act of Parliament which has Au- 
je. thoriz d the Liturgy and whole Diſci- 
ge pline of the Church of Exgland. Every 
to Common-Prayer- Book carries the War- 
rant of ſeveral Acts before it. And by 


the ſame Authority any thing may be 
I likewiſe Enacted for the benefit of other 
Proteſtants of approved Principles - in 
, Religion and Government. Whatever 
*Rents or Schiſms there are in the Church, 

e . 1 there 


_-_ 
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another Expedient which bids fairer for 


rity to make them as Juſt, and Good, andi 


1 21 


ade ans but two Ways of healing them f c: 


One is, by bringing over Separatiſts rolff th: 
joyn with the Church as now Eſtabliſhed g 
But this has been often attempted with-Yt 
aut' Succeſs. Excluſion from Places off C 
Truſt and Profit, Proſecutions in Courts tt 


Fines and Impriſonments have not Af. 


frighted them, Perſonal Conference 
and Diſputations, Methods of Reaſon 
ing and Numberleſs Tratts writ upon all 
the Points in Debate, have not been able 
to perſwade them. It is to no purpoſe to 
repkat any of theſe Means. But there i 


healing theſe Wounds, and that is, for 
the Legiſlature to bid them be whole by 
ſome Merciful Law which ſhall take a. 
way the Reproachful Name of. Diſſen-| 
ters, and yet leave them in Poſſeſſion of 
their long endeared Principles, whichl 
are fo far from being Evil in themſelves i 
that they want only the Supreme Autho- 


Laudable as thoſe things already Eſta- 
bliſh'd. For Schiſm, according to out 
preſent Conſtitution, is but diſſentingſ 
from what the Legiſlature pleaſes to ap 
oint, which has the Power of fixing the f 
erms of Uniformity, and enlarging or 
kane them. — mm the Legiſlature J 


gan 


11 


| can with one ſingle Sheet of Paper end 


thoſe. Controverſies, which have fila a 
eat many Reams with no benefit to 
the Publick. For what is ſaid in all theſe 

| 486" <5" as to the Nature of the 

things conteſted, but this, rhat they are 

In themſelves indifferent, and only be- 

ei came neceſſary as they are injoyn'd b7 

Law? So that when there is no Law, 

chere is no Tranſgreſſion, no Schiſm in 

e not obſerving them. And therefore 

Such of the Diſſenters as our Legiſlators 

look upon to be good Subjects and good 

Chriſtians, they would do well ( I had 

Jalmoſt ſaid they ought) to releaſe from 

the Force of thoſe Laws which keep 

them under the Umbrage and Obſcurity 
and Penalties of Schiſmaticks, and were 
of intended to reduce them to a Conjuncti- 

Jon with the Eſtabliſned Church, which 

is not now expected. And chis can be 

Ino Hardſhip or Prejudice to their Anta- 

Wgonifts, who will not be greater Loſers 
| Wl them in Temporals, than they are at 

Wpreſent, and who make it a part of their 


ing Publick Prayers 20 be delivered from 
ap Hchiſn, which they often lament as a 
hep preat. Grievance, which they may ſee 


Wairly redreſt by this moſt paliteble, and 
el Ty probable Expedient. Py 
1 


1 
And there are two Reaſons to hope, 
that this inveterate Diſſenſion will be tf 
now happily compos d. One is, the 
moderate and good - natur'd Tefnper of 
the Times, and that healing Maxim 8 
which prevails, that every Branch of the 1 
Proteſtant Religion ought to be made eaſie 1, 
in their Modes of Worſhip, and that 
none ought to ſuffer for pure Conſcience. 
Another is, the good Underſtandingfi 
which is maintain'd between the preſent 
Set of Biſhops and the Presbyterians. It 
is not now, as it was in the Evil Days we 
have been ſpeaking of, when Eybrain 
envy'd Judab, and Fudah vext Ephraim, 
and they ſought the utter Extirpation of 
each other, There is now no So- 
lemn League and Covenant on one hand, |; 
which joyns Popery and Prelacy toge- 
ther, and vows the Deſtruction of Ca. 
thedrals and Eccleſiaſtical Dignities ; nor 
High Commiſſion Court on the other to 
Stigmatize, Fine and Impriſon Men for 
Difference of Opinions; but mutual good} 
_ Offices, Civil and Sacred, paſs between 
the ſeveral Parties; neither Side Arro-| 
gate and Engroſs the whole Means off 
Salvation to themſelves, excluſive of the 
other, but allow there is a ſafe way toit, 
in both Communions. The Biſhops onF-- 
- | __ ſundry 


1371 

fundry Occaſions plead the Cauſe of the 
5 © Presbyterians; and the Presbyterians 
© I thankfully acknowledge their Patronage, 
© and are fo far reconciled to their Sacred 
Offices, as to declare, that they no lon- 
ger Condemn them as Idolatrous and 
C Antichriſtian. And his Sacred Majeſty, 
the Supreme Head of the Church, and 
moſt indulgent Father of all his People, 
is inceſſantly labouring to compoſe their 
Diſſenſions, and unite them in the Bonds 
Jof Brotherly Love and Concord one with 
another. So that there ſeems to be a 
Ve fair Proſpe& of a happy Concluſion of 
Ie Diſputes between Epiſcopacy and 
Presbytery, which have ſo long exerciſed 
the Chriſtian World, and diverted them 
from the more ſubſtantial parts of Reli- 
; ” Happy had been the days of our Fore- 
athers, which we now lament, if there 
Jad been the ſame Diſpoſition to ſeek 
toe things which make for Peace, the 
Ogame gentle Treatment and mutual For- 
Odfpearance of one another in matters of 
meer Diſcipline and Order, wherein the 
peſt Churches have always varied with- 
ut Breach of Chriſtian [obs and Con- 
Ford. Happy for us, that the Times are 
F well changed from an Iron to a 1 
= - en 


9 


U 
den Age, wherein Tyranny and perſe- 
cution are vaniſnt, and Conſcience ap- 
pears in its Native Candor and Simpli- 
Giry More happy ſtill, if we could hut 
efface the Scars of our inteſtine Wounds, 
and provoke one another to nothing hut 
Love, and to contend; who ſhould; be 
moſt Zealous in ſtrengthening the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt, which can never knit 
and unite firmly, till we are reſolv'd to 
lay aſide all Religious Animoſities and 


/liſunderſtandings. s.. 
And why ſhould we deſpair of this, 
ſince agreat many Years Experience has| 
taught us, that Chriſtians of various| 
gects and Denominations. can maintain 
the height of Friendſhip and Good-wil 
with one another in their Commerce 
and Converſation? And if we will abey| 
them that have the Rule over us, I mean 
our beſt Biſhops and Church G vernours, 
we muſt ſo converſe in Civil, and com- 
municate in Religious Offices too, | with] 
our Brethren of the Separation. Thi 
is true Cathplick Communion; and 
doubt not, if the Writers of the Dien 
ters Caſes could meet together in theſe 
Halcyon, as they did in thoſe, Tempeſiy 
ous Days, they would earneſtly periwadg 
all ſound Chriſtians. to ſuch a Commuyni 
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P- For the Government was then 
l. Ne to allow but one ſort of Com- 
munion, and to proſecute all others with 
\- || rigorous Penalties, and . incapacitate 
4 them for Places of Truſt and Profit. And 
© then theſe Writers endeavour'd to re- 
concile them to the Eitabliſhment. out of 
meer Pity and Humanity,that they. might 
avoid continual Expences and Troubles, 
and enjoy the Benefits of their Country 
: in common with others. But if the Go- 
vernment had been pleaſed to autho- 
rize various Communions, and declare 
them all_equally capable of its Favours, 
ill can we ſuppoſe that theſe Learned Men, 
who own'd the Modes and Rites cf 
Worſhip to be mutable, and that it is in 
— the Sole Power of the Legiſlature to fix 
and Eſtabliſh ſuch Rites, would not have 
congratulated their Brethren, in caſe 
they had been ſo Fortunate as to obtain 
the ſame Publick Privileges with them- 
ſelves? Their avow'd Judgment in theſe 
Matters, together with that Chriſtian 
Moderation they profeſs, will not ſuffer 
us to doubt of this. For why ſhould 
they cultivate ſuch Friendſhip aud Ac- 
quaintance with their Diſſenting Bre- 
thren, and comfort them under their 
dufferings, and applaud the Piety and 
[of . 


1 
ood Conſcience of many, both of the 
el y and Laity, and readily give them Ire 
the Sicrament whenever they came to Bc 
receive it; and only grudge, them ſych II 
J emporalAdvantages as are the Rewards 
of Learning and Virtue? Surely the En- 
joyment of ſuch things could not haye a 
worſe Influence upon them, than it u- 
ſually has upon other Men, and preſent- 
ly render them unworthy of thoſe Reli- 
gious and Civil Regards which before 
were liberally allow'd them. Indeed a 
Partiality in the Diſtribution of theſe 
things, heaping them all upon one ſort, 
and excluding others from them, who 
in Nature and Reaſon have as much 
Right to them, is very apt to ſower and 
embitter thoſe who are ſo excluded, and 
make them repine at the Hand which 
with-holds them. And therefore our 
Diſſenting Brethren are to be excuſed, 
if they are a little ſullen and out of Hu- 
mour with us, while we refuſe to make 
a fair Dividend of Common Privileges 
and Emoluments with them, - Let but 
this be once done, and the Clouds will. 
clear up, and they will become as eaſie 
and agreeable in their Converſation as 
their Neighbours. For it is not their 
5 1 Religion 
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2 The Word, and the provoking Names of 
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s We beginning of the Reformation. They 
at Bc now no longer perſwaded that a per- 
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e Being of a Church, any more than 
ey are that the Continuance of one and 


ir ie ſame Royal Family is a matter of Di- 
nN e Right in the State. And indeed 
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ounded our different 


Our great Churchmen are come off 
eir rigid Notions of Eccleſiaſtical and 
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